
THE SHOT 1
A STOllY OF FROM

The following tale of Texas bonier
life, is a faithful portrayu I of a large
portion of tin1 population of Texas
forty years ago. It was published
originally in the Detnocriilic llcviaw:
My word for it, read« r, I should

never have ventured t<» construcl a

professed romance oui of incidents ho
wild and strange as those of this nar-

ration. It is only with the hopo dial
you will accept iu good faith the as-
surance given in the same spirit, that
theso things really did occur while I
»viis in tin; country, mu! most of them
within my personal knowledge.thai 1
venture to relate them ul nil. Re-
jnomber, the scene is laid in ·· frontier
county of Texas, and if yon have even

remolo conception of the history of
that Republic and ihc general charac-
ter of soda) element*, you will be pre-
pared for u good deal.
Shelby county, lying in Western

Texas, nu the- border of the "Red
I.üüds," was rallier ihinlv settled in
the latter part of '.!!». Wfial popula-tion it hud was generally the worst
caste of border life. The bad and des-
perate meu who bad been driven over
our frontier formed :i rallying grouudand headquarters here. seeminglywith a determination to bold the coun-
ty good against the intrusion of all
honest persons, and us a .-ort of "

satia" of the West, for the protection
of outlaws and villains of every grade.
And indued to such an extent had this
proscription been carried thai it hud
become notoriously as much as a man's
conscience or life was worth who set-
tled among lliem with any worthy pur-
pose in view ; for ho must full into their
confederacy.leave.or die ! This wan
perfectly understood ; and the objects
of the confederacy may be readily ap-
preciated, when it is known that every
now and thon party of men would
stilly out from this settlement, paintedand equipped like Comunelle*, with
the view ol carrying ofl the horses of
some marked mail of a neighboring
county ; then returning with groat
speed, they would rebrand their plun-der, resume their accustomed appear-
ance, and defy pursuit or investigation.
Not only «lid they baud together for
their operations in this way, but a sin-
glo man would carry òli a Hue horse
or commit murder with the most
open audacity, and if he only succeed-
ed in escaping here, vas publicly pro-tected. I do uot mean to have it un-
derstood that the' whole population at
tlii.'i timo wore men ul this slumpavowedly.
There wore sonto few whose wealth

to degree protected lliem in the ob-
servance* of a more seemly life.
though they were compelled at least
to wink at the doings of their ruffianlyand more numerous ucighbors; while
there was yet another, but nut largoclass of sturdy, straight-forward emi-
grants, who, attracted solely by the
beauty of the country, lind come into
it, settled themselves down wherever
they took a fancy.with characteristic
recklessness, neither caring nor askingwho were their neighbors, but trustingin their own stout anus and hearts to
keep ti footing. Of course all such
were very soon engaged in desperatefeuds with the horse-thieves and plun-derers around them ; and as they were
not yet strong enough to make head-
way efficiently.were one after another
finally ousted or shot. It was to ex-
tcrtuiuato this honest class that the
more lawless aud brutal of the others
associated themselves and assumed the
name of "Regulators." They num-
bered from eight to twelve.and un-
der the organization of rangers, com-
manded by a beastly wretch named
Hindi, they professed to undertake
the task ofpurifying the county limits
of nil bad and suspicions clmmclein;
or in other words, of nil men who re-
fused to bo as vile as they were.or if
thoy were, who choso to act indepen-dently of them nud their Scheines.
This precious brotherhood soon be-
came the scoti rgo of nil that region.Whenever an individual was unfortu-
nate enough to make himself obnox-
ious to them, whether by a successful
villainy, thu proceeds of which he re-
fused to share with them, or by the
hateful contrast of his course.he was
forthwith surrounded. thrcatcucd.
had his stock driven off or killed wan-
tonly.and if these annoyances and
hints were not sufficient to drive him
away, they would publicly warn him
to leave the county iu a certain num-
ber of daya, undor tho penalty of be-
ing scourged or shot. Tho common
pretext for this was the accusation of
having committed some crime, which
they themselves had perpetrated with
a view of furnishing a charge to bringagfcinst him. Their hate was entirelyrutlless and nover stopped short of
accomplishing its purpose; and in
many a blo'juy fray and cruel outragehad tho question of their supremacybeen moo'xd, until at last there were
fow left to dispute with them, and thoytyranized at will.
Among these few were Jack Long,

as he was called, who neither recog-nized nor denied their power, and in-
deed never troubled himself about
them one way or c he other. He kepthimself to himself, hunted incessantly,and nobody kuow much about him.
Jack had come of a "wild turkeybreed," as tho western term is for a
rov'ng family ; and though still
yen ng man, had pushed on abend of
th settlement of two territories, and
h id at lost followed the game towards
'ho south, and finding it abuudant in
Shelby county, had stopped there,
just as he would have stopped at the
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been necessary to pursue it so far. He
had never been ul the habit of asking
leave of any power where ho should
settle, and of course scarcely thoughtof the necessity of doing so, now ; rut
quietly set to work.built himself a
a nice log-cnbiu, as far off from everybody as he could get. And tho first
thing that was known ofhim, ho had
his pretty young wife and two little
ones snugly stowed away. In. it, and
was slaying the deer und the bears
righe aud left.
The honest brotherhood had made

several attemptsut feeling Jack's pulseand ascertaining his availability ; but
he had always seemed so impassively£ood natured, and put them off co
pleasantly, that they could find no
ground for either disturbing er quax»

THE EYE,
'1ER UFE IX TEXAS.

rcliiig with hin». NVIiat was mure, lie
woe physically rather an ugly-looking"customer," with his six I'm! four
inches of brawn ami !"· «· ; though the

l inclination, just discoverable in his
ligure, to corpulency, together »\¡¡!: :\i broad, full, good-liinno reti fare, gaveI nu air of sluggishness to Iii- energies,land :;n expression of easy siinplic-' it to Iii- temper, which offered liei-
tlier invitali' u to gratuitous insult nor
provocation t<> dislike. II.· was ih<
very impersonification of inoffensive,
loval honesty, slumbering on it- con-
scious strength ; ami these men, with-
out exactly knowing whv, felt some
little disinclination to waking him, I le
had evidently'never been rousul ·· u

knowledge of himsclf, and others felt
just sis uncertain w hat (he knowledge
might bring forth us he did, und w re
not especially jealous of the honor of
having it specially tested upon their
own persons. So that Jack Long
might have been left for many a dayin quiet, even in this formidiiblencigh-borfiood, to cultivate his passion for
mnrkmanship, nt the expi use of the
dumi), wild things uro ,ud liiin, but
for an uiiforluiiatc displi y he was ac-
cidentally to umk<: of it

Happening to fall short of ammuni-
tion, he went one day to "the stores'
for fresh supply. Thi- cabin togeth-
er with the blacksmith's shop and one
or two other huts, constituted the
M,. .._ ·' I Icouniy tow , aim its puwuvi ¿un»

liquor were only lo be obtained there,
it was the central resort of the Regu-lators, duck found them nil collected
for a great shooting match, in prepa-ration for which they were gettingdrutik as fast as possible, to steadytheir nerves. Hindi, the Regulator
captain, had always been the hero of
such occasions ; for, in addition to be-
ing lirst-ratc shot, it was known that
it would > dangerous exertion of
skill for tiny man to beat him for he
was a furious und vindictive bully,and would not fail to make u person-al alfuir of it with anyone who should
mortify bis vanity by carrying oil* the
prize from him. In addition, theband of scoundrels he commanded was
entirely ut. Iiis servire in any extreme,
so that they made fearful odd- for a
single man to contend with.

Everybody else in the county was
aware of this stutc of things Imi Jack
Lung, and he either didn't know <>r
didn t care. After they had lin d sev-
eral rounds, he went lounging listless-
ly into the crowtl which liad gatheredaround the target, exclaiming iu ad-
miration over the lust brilliant shot of
Hindi which was rather triumphantlytin* best. Thn bully was, us usual,blustering vehemently, (minting every
one around him, and when he saw
Juck looking very coolly nt the fa-
mous shot, with no grain of that de-
ferential admiration in his expressionwhich was demanded, he snatched upthe board und thrusting it insultinglyclose to his face, roared out.
"Here! you Jack Long Shanks

look at that! Take a good look!
Call you beat it ?" Jack drew back
with a quiet laugh, and said good-humoredly.
"Pshaw ! You don't brag on such

shootin' as that, do you ?"
"Brag on it! I'd like to see such a

moon-eyed chap as you beat it !"
"I don't know ns I would be veryproud to beat such bunglin' work as

that.;'"You don't ! don't you ?" yelledthe fellow, iiuw fairly in u rage at
Jack's coolness. "You'll trv it, won't
you? You must try it! Yon slîall
try it. We'll see what sort of a swell
you are."

"Oh, well," said Juck, interruptinghim us he was proceeding to ravo for

you want to see me put a ball through
every holo you can make !"

Perfectly astounded at this rash
bearding of the lion.for it was ditli-
cult to tell whether contempt or sim-
plicity dictated Jack's manner.the
men set up the board, w hile he walked
back to tho stand, and carelesslyswinging his heavy rifle from his
moulder fired, seemingly us quick as
thought.

"It's a trick of mine," said ho mov-
ing towards tho mark, ns ho lowered
his gun ; "I caught it from shootin'
varments iu tho eyes ; always takes
'em there. It's a notion I've got.it's
my fun."
Thoy all run eagerly to the tnrget,\ud sure euough his ball, which was

larger thnu Hindi's hnd passedthrough the same hole, w idening it !
"He's a humbug! It's all accident!

Ho can't do that again !" shouted the
ruffian, turning pale, till his lips look-
ed blue, as the board was held up."I'll bet the cars of a buffalo calf
against his, he can't do it again."

"If you mean by that, to bet. your
own ears ngaiust mine, I'll take you
up !" said Jack, laughing, while tho
men could not resist joining him.
Hindi glared round him with a floree,chafed look, before which those who
knew him best quailed, and with com-
pressed lips silently loaded his guu.A new target was put up, nt which,after long and careful aim, he fired.
The shot was a fine one. The edge of
the ball had just broke the centre..
Jack, after looking at it, quietly rc-
marked :

"Plumbing out the centre is my fash-
ion ; I'll show you a kink or two, Cap-tain Hinch, about the clear thing in
shootin'. Give us another board there,boys!"
Another was set up, aud after throw-

ing out his guu on tho levo), in the
same rapid, careless style as before, he
fired ; aud when the eager crowd
around the target announced that hehad driven the centre cross clear out,he turned upon his heel, and. with a
pleasant nod to Hinch, started to walk
off. Tho ruffian shouted hoarsely afterhim :

"I thought you v,ero a coward !You've made two good shots by acci-dent, and now you sneak off to bragthat you've beat me. Como back,sir ! You cau't shoot before a musclo
half as truo 1"
Jack walked on without noticingthis mortal insult and challenge,whileHinch laughed tauntingly, long and

loud.jeering him with erulting bit-
terness, as long as ho could mako him-
self heard, flash in tie pan," "a
duugh ill cock, who had spread his

' white feather," while the men who had
I Ik i.ii surprised into a profound respect
for Long, and were now -till more ·

toiiished at what they considered his
"backing out," juinetï clamorously in
Ilooting hi- rein at.
The look ! They inude : fatal mis-

lak<! in suppo-ing lie lefl the itisuli
mi resented iruti] any fear for himself.
Jack l/>ng limi : young an i pretty
wife at In nie, und hi love for In i was
.-troiigor than l¡iw scntinent for lili own
dignity. Ili- passions * .ero slow, und
had · vi r been fully aroused .nunc «»!
them ut least Km hi.» luve, ami that
presented lier iusluntlv, fori« unti
descried, with lier buie onerili thi-

I -.,
'

' ') should he throw uwnyhis lifo with sudi de.-perato odd- ; ami
seeing ili" turn the all'air was likely i"

take, . had prudently determined to
got awav befori it had gone tonfar.
Hut had any of tlio-e, men seen tin
spasm "1 agony which shivered across
hi- massive features, as these gibingvoices rang upon his card in iu.su 11
which im pimid, free IiiiiiUt might uii-
dure, lliev would have taken tin- hint.I .,· ·.ari; of dulling :!·· nib ntlv foam-
in:' hoar any longer.

- was a.: ill-.-tarred -lay foi duck,
though ; IV" m this time [roubles lagan
to thicken about him, The even tenor
of hi- simple, happy Iii"1' was destroy-ed, mid indignity and outrage followed
[.neh other fasi. Ilindi never forgavetin- unlucky -kill which limi robbed
him of his proudest honst, that of be-
ino i|,p. |l(.[ marksman on the frontier,
ami 1:·· swore, in buse, vindictive linte,
to "loo , death, or make liiin
leave the country. Soon aft< r this, a
valuable horse belonging t<> a rich ami
powerful planter, disappeared. He
iva- r.ni- of those men who limi com-
promised with the Regulators, paying
so much black-inaiI for exemptioniVuiii their depri dations, ami protectionagainst others of the same stump ; and
In: now applied to Hindi for the re-
covery of hi- horse, ami tin- |mni^Ii-
ment of tin' thief. This 11 inch, under
tlm routine!, was hound to do, and
promised to accomplish forthwith, lie
und some of his men went oil oil the
trail of the missing horse, ai.

"

return-
ing next day,announced that they had
followed it with all their skill through
a great many winding-., evidently in-
tended to throw off pursuit, and had
at lust traced it to .lack ling's, pieketfence, and there could be no dotili! but
he was the thief. The planter knew
nothing of Jack, but that lie was a
new coimr, and demanded that lie
should la- forced to givi' up the lior.se,
ami punished to the extremity of the
frontier code. Bui this was not 11 inch's
plan yet awhile, lie knew the proofs
were not strong enough to make the
charge plausible, even before u LynchCourt, of which lie himself was bulli
the prosecutor, judge, and executioner.
His object was lo lirst gel up a hue
and cry against Long, and under cover
of general excitement, accomplishhis devilish purposes without tpicst'ioii
or mock trial even. So that, after a
great deal of maiiuvcring. for eight or
ten days, during which timo the chargeagainst Long was industriously circu-
lated hy his myrmidons, so as to at-
tract general attention and expecta-tion as to the result of his investiga-tions.Im proclaimed fur and wide,
that lie bad found the horse at. last,
hid in a timber bottom near Long's !
This, of course, seemed strong confir-
mation of Iiis guilt, and (hough the
moh were most of tin nì horse thiuvts,
to all intents, yet it was an unpardon-able crime for any one to practice pro-fessionally among themselves ; so that
Long was loudly denounced, threaten-
ed or. every side, ami ordered to leave
the country forthwith.
These proceedings .luck by no menus

comprehended, or felt disposed to he
removed hy ; but gave them one ami
nil to understand that be meant to re-
main where he was until it entirelysuited his convenience to go ; and that
if his time and theirs did not happento agree, they might make the most of
it. And Jack was such an uncompro-.tnisimr, snnggish looking somebody,and his reputation.which had now
spread everywhere.of possessing such
consummate skill with hi* rifle, Unit lie
thought it a condescension lo shoot
gumc anywhere else but in the eyes.
was so formidable, that no individual
lek disposed to push the matter to a
personal collision. He might still,therefore, have been lelt in quiet, but
H inch had unfortunately taken up the
impression, from Jack's conduct itt the
shooting-match affair, that he must be
a coward, and if this «eie true, that
all bis skill amounted to but little ;and like any other bloody, wolfish
brute, be followed bini up the mere
eagerly for this very reason, which
would have disarmed a generous foe.
Besides, Jack had given fresh and
weightier matter of offence, in that he
had refused to obey, and defied bis au-
thority as Regulator. The very beingof thnt authority seemed to require
now that n wholesome example should
be inaile of him, for the awing of all
rcf* iry persons hereafter. Tbc in-
fan wretch, who was ns cunning as
ferocious, bad sworn in his inmost
heart to ruin and disgrace liong from
the moment of that triumph, now
availed himself remorsely of all his
iufiuence, and knowledge of the MX'ictynround him to accomplish it. Several
horses now disappeared, and robberies
of other kinds, perpetrated with singu-lar dexterity, followed in quick succes-
sion. AH these things bo mannged,through the clamors of his scoundrellytroops, to have laid directly or indi-
rectly, to Jack's door.
But in the popular estimation theycounted as nothing, in fixing the chargeof dangerous malice upon poor Long,in comparison with one other incident.

About this time not only Ilinch him-
self, but every other person who had
made himself conspicuous, by insisting
upon Jack's guilt, aud the necessityoi punishing him summarily, began to
lose, every day or two, valuable stock,
which was wantonly shot down, some-
times in sight of their house ; nnd it
soon began to be remarked that everynnimal lost in this way, had been shot
in the eye I This wns instantly as-
sociateti, of course, with Jnck's well-
known and curious predilection for
that mark in hunting, nnd a perfectstorm of indignation followed. A
meeting was at once convened at "the
store," of which the plauter was the
chairman ; and at it, by nn unanimous
vote, a resolution wns passed condemn-
ing Jaek Long to be whipped nnd
driven out of the country.nnd Hindi
with his "Regulators appointed to carryit into effect! He could hardly con-
tain himself for joy ; for now, what-
ever extreme his pitiless malignitymight choose to indulge itself in, he
had no fear of after-claps or question-ing.

It was llie third day alter this meet-
ing. Jack,during all ihc ) » >< entions,
hud deported himself with the most
stolid indifference. Avoiding a!! in-j
tereourso with the m itk-rs, h< had < .>n-
tinucd to hunt with « v< more a.-ndu-
itv than usual, nnd was in great
measure ignorant of tin unenviable
notoriety he was enjoying. Ik had
heard something of the charges with
uhi- li hi.- fluirai u hud he< availed,
hut attribut. «I tin m nil to the y ulous
enmity I.·· had incurred at the shooting-
mulch. Ile could understand perfect-
|y how one man < ould huto atiotlicr
alio had 1>« :t htm in -Looting, and
thought it natura] cnougl but he
could not understand how that hatred I
might he meanly and dcspi rately vin-
dictive, :i:sd ihcrefoic gave himself no
uneasiness ahout it. He vw only
anxious that hi» wile .-boiibl ttot hear
and be annoyed by any of tin sc things,und preperved hi.- usua! cheerfulness
of ib an iuioi\

ile hud just returned from hunting,and laving aside Iii.« accentrimen is,
pai toot; of the simple meni her neatíiouácwifery had pn pan 1 for him
llieii .- retching himself upon the but-
talo robe on the door, romped with his
two rosy dn-knl hoy-, who rolhd
over his great hotly, unti gamboled
and acreanicd in riototi» joy around
bim ; hut mother wanted some water
from the branch, and the frolic must
he given over whih .Jack wouldgouud
bring it. So jumping up, he lei't I'm
little-folk pouting willfully as theylooked after him írom the door, and
started. The strenui was only about a
hundred vartk from the house, and the
patti leading to it \\a.- through a dense,
high thicket. It was against duck's
religion ever to have hi- house with-
out hi; gun: hul the wife whom lie
loved above all the universe of senti-
ment und everything else, was in a
litiri'\ b»r th.: water, ¡mil the distance
was so short.so he sprang gaily out
with the vessels in his hands, leavingthe rille behind. The water had been
dipped up, and lie was returning alongthe narrow path closely bordered bythe brusii, when he fell a light tap un
each shoulder, und his career strangely
impeded, lie had just time to per-ceive that a lasso hail been thrown
over him, which would coniiuc his
arms, when lie saw himself suddenlysurrounded, and was rushed upon hynumber of men. He instantly recog-nized the voice of Hindi, shout, "down
with liiin ! drag hint down !" as. the
men who bad hold of the lasso about
bis body jerked at il violently in Ihc
eflbrt to throw bini. All his tremen-
dous strength was put forth in one
convulsive elli ut which would have
freed bim, but the infernal noose hail
fallen true, and bound bis arms. As
it was be drugged the .-ix stout men
win* beid it alter his frantic hounds
nearly to Iiis own door, before ho be-
came prostrated, and then it was by a

heavy blow dealt over the head with
the hull of a gun. The lust objectswhich met bis eye us be sank down,
were tbe horrified faces of his two
children and wife looking out uponbini.
The blow deprived bini of his senses

for some time, and when he recovered
he found himself half stripped, and
la-bed to a tree a .short distance from
bis bouse.Hindi in front- of bini with
a knotted rope in hauti, bis w ife on the
ground, waiting mid clinging with
piteous entreaty around the monster's
knees, his children weeping by her,andoutside iliis group circle of men with
guns in their hands. That fearful
awakening was a new birth to Jack
Long! His eye took everything at a
glance. shudder like that of an
oak rifting lo its coro, sprang alonghis. nerves and seemed to pass out at
bis feel and ihrough his lingers, leav-
ing him as rigid as marble ; and when
the blows of the hideous, mockingib vil before iiiin, fell upon Ids white
flesh, making it well in purple ridges,
or spout dull black currents, he felt
them uo inore iban the dead lintel of
his door would have «Ione, and the
agony of that poor wife shrieking a
frantic echo to every harsh slashingsound seemed lo bave no morc effect
upon his ear than it had upon the tree
above them, which shook its greenleaves to the self-same cadence theybad held yesterday in the breeze. His
wide open eyes were glancing calmlyand scrutinizingly into the faces of the
men who stood around.those features
arc never to bo forgotten !.for while
Hindi lays on the stripes with alibis
furious strength, blaspheming as theyfall, that glance dwells on each face
with cold, keen, searching intensity,
as if it marked them to he remember-
ed in hell ! The man's air was awful
.so concentrated.so still.so endur-
ing ! He never spoke, groaned or
writhed.hut those lutensa eyes of his !
the v. retches could not stand them, and
began to shuffle nnd get behind each
other. But it was too late ; he had
them all.ten men ! Tiicy were reg-Mered.
We will drop the curtain over this

horrible scene. Sufliee it to say, that
after lashing him until he fainted, the
Regulators left hint; telling his wife
that if they wero not out of the coun-
try in (en days he should ho shot. He
did go within tho specified time ;
and, as it was said, returned with his
family to Arkansas, where his wife's
father lived. The incident was soon
forgotten in Shelby county, nniidst
tho constant recurrence of similar
scenes.

About four months tier this Hair,
in company with an adventurous friend,I wns traversing western Texas. Our
objects were sec the country, aud
mouse ourselves in hunting for a time
over any district wo found well adapt-ed for particular sport.as for bear-
hunting, búllalo bunting, &c. Either
of (bese animals, is to he found in
greater abuudancc, nnd, of course, pur-sued to greater ndvantage in peculiar
regions ; and as wc were anxious to
make ourselves familiar with all the
modes of life in the country, wo made
it a point in passing through to stopwherever the promise of anything spe-cially interesting offered itself.

Prairies, limber, nnd water were
hotter distributed in Shelby than any
couutry we had passed through.thetimber predominating over the prairie,though interlaid by it in every direc-
tion. This diversity of surface attract-
ed a greater variety aud quantity of

Íninie, as well ns afforded more perfect
ocilitics to the sportsman. Indeed, it
struck us ns ä perfect hunter's Para-
dise ; nnd my friend happening to re-
member a man of some wealth who
had removed from his nativo country,und settled, as he had understood, in

Shelby, we inquired for him and veryreadily found him.
Whatever else mny be said or

thought of the Texans, they are un-
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rpiestioimbly most generously hospita-
ble. \V< 'wen; frankly and kindlyreceived, ami horses, servants, guns,
dogs ami whatever çUc was necessary
to ensure our enjoyment < the .-|·<>rts
of the country, an "well a- t!¡- time of
our host himself, were forthwith ut our
di-posai, und wo were soon, t<> our
hearts'* content, engaged in every
eburneo r of exciting chase.

(»in ila) we liuti all turned out for a

deor-drivc. This hunt, in whieh dogs I
lire u«cd for driving the game out of
the timber, natters the hunters very
much ; they arc stationed at the dif- jferont "stands," which uro sometimes
miles apart, to watch for the deer
passing -jut ; for this reason the party

IdotU p ti together Stgilill Until night, j\\'< divided i:i the morning, nud skirt-
ed up opposite .-ides of wide 1 * * -11 "t'i
bottom timber, while tin "drivers" and
dogs penetrated it, to rouse the deer,
which run out on either side by tin-
stands, which wi re known to 1 <· limi-
téis. We were unusually successful,
nud returned to u late dinner ut our
host's, the planter's house By dusk
.. .... . :.. v,.f.|,»'in» m friend
whose name was Henry and a mail
imnud Stoucr, <-m- <· the neighbor.-,
who had joined our limit. Dinner
was ready, ami we sat down to it sup-
posing they would bo in, in few mo- jments. TÌic metil was nearly over, jwhen Henry who was a , voluble
fellow, ennie into the room, and, with
u sligb'ty Hurried manner, addressed
our host: "Squire, this is u stmuge
country of yours ! Dp you let crazypeople ran_"' it with gulls in their
bauds !"

"Nut when wo know it. Why?What about crazy people? Von look
excited."

"Well, 1 think I've hud enough <>

make me feel a little curious."
"What is it ? What is it?" ex-

claimed evorvhndy, eni'orlv.
"Why, I have met with either the

old Harry himself.a ghost. ti
mailman ;.nnd which it is, I am con-
foundedly puzzled to tell !"
"Where? How?"
He threw himself into a chair, wipedthe perspiration from hie forehead, nudcontinued : "You know, Stoner and

myself, when we parted from you all
this morning, took up the right hand
side of the bottom timber. Well,
burner accompanied me to my '.stand,'
where we parted ; he to go on to his ;
nul I have seen nothing of him since.
Soon alter he left me, a deer passed
out, I shot it, wounded it, and jumped
on my horse to pursue it. The deer
hud staggered tit my fire, but was not
so badly wounded as I supposed nud
led me oil, until it suddenly occurred
to mo that I might get lost, and I
reined up: but 1 soon found that this
sober second thought hud come too late,and that I was already out of my lati-
tude. 1 wandered about nearly all
day. though taking care not to go veryfar in any one direction, before 1 came
across anything which promised to set
mc right again. I at last came upon
a wagon trail and felt relieved, for I
knew it must take me to some point
w here J eon hi get information. The
trail was narrow, leading throughscrubby thickets ; and J was ridingalong slowly, looking down, in hope of
detecting the trucks of some of yotuhorses, when the violent shying of myhorse caused me to raise my eyes.And, by George! it was enough to
have 'stampeded' a regiment.of boises.
"On the left of the trail stood a ven-

tali skeleton-like ligure, dressed in
skins, one foot advanced, as if he hud
stopped in the act of stepping across
it, and a long, heavy gun, just swing-ing down to the level, bearing on me.
()t course, my heart leaped into mythroat, and my flesh shrunk and crept,Before i could think of raising my
gun my eyes met those of this strangeligure ; and such eyes ? Surprise at
their eold, unnatural expression, sus-
pended my netion ; burning with a
chilly, singular brilliancy, in deep-sunken sockets, they looked as if theynever bad winked. Dwelling steadi-
ly upon my face for moment, theyseemed to he satisfied, and the gun
was slowly thrown back upon bis
shoulders; and plucking at a longgrisly bearti with an impatient gest-
ure of his bony bauds, the ligure made
a strillo across the trail, mid without
speaking a word, plunged into the
thicket. I was so confounded by this
curious dumb-show, that he was nearlyconcealed in the bush befon; I fourni
my tongue to shout lo him to stop ;but he kept on, not even turning his
head. I was provoked, and spurred
my horse in after him, as far as I
could penetrate, but he kept on, and
I lost sight of him in a moment, and
whether he can talk or not, is more
than I can tell !"
"Did you look at his loot, Henry?"interrupted one of the party. "I ex-

pect it was old."
"Neyer rniud what you expect.bear me out," he continued. "I fol-

lowed the trail, which wound about, it
seemed to mc, towards all the pointsof the compass, ibr au hour or more ;when nt last it led lue out into a prai-rie, whieh I thought I recognized. I
stopped, and was looking around to
make out the landmarks, when a horse
with a snddlc ou burst from the woods
behind me, and tore olf across the
prairie, as if he too bad seen the
devil."
"What color was he?" exclaimed

half-a-dozen voices iu a breath.
"He was too far oil" for mc to dis-

tinguish more, than .'hat he was a dark
horse.say about as much so as mine.
I could distinguish the pummel of the
saddle and the-stirrups llying?""Stonor's horso was a dark bay,"
was buzr.cû around the able in low
tones, every one looking seriously at
his neighbor's face.

"Yes!" said the Squire, rising and
stepping uneasily to the window.
"Stouer's horse was a good deal like
yours ; he must have got away from
him. But then the nng is a very fine
creature, and well trained. I wonder
ii shouid have behaved soi"

"Don't believe 'bay' would have
done it, Squire," said one. of the men.
"Something's gone wrong, I think !Was the bridle down, Mr. Henry ?"

"It was too far off for mo to tell.I followed in the direetiou the horse
took, nnd soon found myself here, andexpected to find it here, too?"-
"No! Stoner's is beyond here," said

the Squire. "That wagon trail you
were turning and twisting about in, is
a road I had opened to a number ofboard trees we cut and rived out there ;
you might have followed it for hours
and not becu more thau a mile or soírom tho place you started from. That
ghost of yours, by-the-way, may be
some crazy fellow who has wandered
oil into these parts, with mischief inhim ! Did you hear no gun ?"

' I thought 1 did.about un hour
after parting ">th that man, or devil,
ur whatever lie was.hut thesouud was

su Taint aixi distant, that, lor loar I
might be mistaken, Í did not go to it;
ami the roud had turned so frequent))'
I cotihl not tell whether it was m the
directum he went or net.*'

Here the "driver" interposed,saying
limi lie heard u rille about that time
on tin- righi, bul supposing it to be
Henrv or Stoner, he thought nothing
ol" it.' Imlf-luiigliiiig discussion
followed as lo the probable diameter
of the wood-ghost Henry hud reported
of.some asserting that he was quizzing
us -for these nun were loo much ac-
customed to the exigencies of a hun-
ter's lifo to be for moi e than a moment
seriou.-lv ufl'eeted by the circumstance
of Stou'er's non arrival. In the midst
of thie. a hors. V feel was heard
loping up t>) tho door, and a loud
' Ililloa!'5 followed. The Squire rose

dustily und wont out. In a moment
after he filtered, looked pale and cx-
eitith

. . . .' Tom Dix.ouc ol Stoners neigh-
bor,*.nnvs that his luirse has come

home without a ri<h r. the reins upon
its neck, clot of blood upon thepum-
m< ! ( the saddle! Boys, he's boon
phot. Ju.-t as I suspected from the
first." IKvcrvbody ros< at this announce-

ment.looking ia til** face him op-
posite with a Mánk. pallid stare.

The crazy man!" ejaculated sever-
al. "Strange!.very mysterious bus-
iness," said other.'.

··] tell vo;i what," said the Squire,
after a pause, "has struck me from the
first. It is this strange-looking fellow
Hcurv saw, mistook him for Stoner,
until in looked ¡sito his face, for Hen-
ry's horse and general appearance are
liot unlike his, and when lie found that
he was wrong, he got out of the wayand went on until he met Stoner him-
self, nnd had shot him."
"No doubt of it," said several.
"But it is a very mysterious all'air,*'

continued he.1 know of no such look-
ing mau in this region as Henry de-
scribes ; but at any rate ho will be
hunted down to-morrow, forStoner was
one of the Regulators, and Hindi is a

perfect blood-houiid. Ho can hardly
escape him, crazy <>r not crazy."This seemed to be the most satisfac-
tory solution of the difficulty, aud us
it was too dark for us to do anythingthat night we resumed our scats io dis-
cuss over nud over agaiu th°se details;
while the Squire sent oft' a messengersummoning Hindi nnd the Regulatoré
to be on the grouud early in the morn-
ing.

Before sun-rise in the nioriiing,Hincharrived with six men. 1 was waked byhis loud blustering and swearing. He
was raving, ns 1 afterwards understood,about Henry ; calling his story about
meeting with the remarkable personage.all humbug.and asserting his belief
that if a murder had been committed,Henry was its author. Our host qui-eted him in some way, nnd when we
came out to join them, he greeted us
with a snarling sort of civility. He
was a. thick-set, broad-shouldered, bur-
ly-lookiug wretch, with blood-shot eyes,and face bearing all the marks of riot-
ous debauchery. < hir search was, for
several hours, entirely unsuccessful,un-til Henry, by accident, found the placewhere he had encountered the Bearded
Ghost, as some one christened him.
Here one of the keen-eyed hunters
found the traces of a large moccasiued
foot. These, were pursued for several
miles and lost, hut on spreading our
line and continuing the same general
course for some distance farther, we :it
lost found, indeed, the body of Stoner.
It had been so much mutilated by the
wolves mid ravens that little examina-
tion was made of the hones. Wo
gathered them together to cany them
home tu his family, and in doing this
I noticed the fracture of ¡i bullet
through the back of the. si;nil. It had
been stripped bare of iiesh, and both
eyes plucked out by the birds, and w as
too shocking an object for close exam-
ination. But what puzzled all partiesmost was the discovery,' a short dis-
tance off, of the trail of a shod horse.
"Now, there was perhaps not a horse in
Shelby county that wore shoes, and
certaiuly not one in our party. Shoeingis never thought of, being unnecessa-
ry where there arc no stones. This was
us perfect a poser ns even Henry's sto-
ry, aud threw yet a greater air of inex-
plicability around the affair. It was
thought that this truck might be easilytraced to any distance ; but after wor-
rying about for several days, it was
given up in despair, aud the Regula-
tors, fatigued aud disheartened, separa-ted for their respective homes.
But one of their number never

reached his. Being missed fur two
days, there was a general turn-out tolook for him ; aud as had been the
case with Stoner, his body was found
torn to pieces by the wolves. The re-
port wns that he, too, had been shot
through the back of the bend,
These murders, aud the singularcircumstances nccompanving them, cre-ated a great sensation. ïîinch and his

troops scoured the country in everydirection, arresting aud lyuchiug sus-picious persons, ns they called them.One poor, inoffensive fellow, they hungaud cut dowu four or five times, tomake him confess ; but nothing wnselicited ; and they left him with bare-ly a spark of life.
That evening, ns they were return-ing to their headquarters at the store,one of them, named Winter, missed aportion of his horse furniture whichhad become accidentally detached.He said he hnd observed it iu its placea mile back.that he would return to

get it, aud rejoiu them at the store, bythe time they should be ready to com-
mence tho spree thev had determined
on going into that niglit. He lelt themnud never returned. They soon gotdrunk, nud did uot particularly noticehis absence until soiuo time the nextday, when his family, alarmed by thereturn of his horse with nn emntv cod-dle, sent to inquire after him.
This sort of inquiry had come to be sosignificant of late, that they were instant-ly sobered, and mounting, rode back ontheir trail. Very soon a swarm of buz-zards and wolves, near a line of thicketahead, designated tho whereabouts oftheir search ; and there they found hishVshless bones scalici ed on every side.They were appalled. The reddest-bloatedcheek among them blanched! It wnsterrible! They seemed to bo doomed 1Three of their number dead and torn topieces within ten days; and yet not thoslightest clue to tho relentless and invisi-ble foe, but that ghost story of Henry's,and the tracks which only served to tan-talize them ! It must be some dread su-pernatural visitation of their hideouscrimes ! They shivered, while the greatdrops started from thc-ir foreheads, andwithout thinking of looking for any trail,or gathering up the bones, they startedback at full speed, spreading the alarm

everywhere. The excitement now be-
came uní versal and tremendous, hearty
llie whole country turned «ut lor the
purple of unraveliug this alarming
myetery; ami the superstitious frenzy
was in' no small degree heightened by
the report that this man had been shot
in the same way -is tho others.ta the
bach of tìf head !
Thèse incidents were ail so unaccoun-

table, that I own 1 felino little sympathy
with the popular association of a super-
natural agency in their perpetration.
Henry laughed at all this, but insisted

that it was a maniac; and to account lor
the peculiar dexterity of his escapes und
whole management, related many ance-
dotes of the proverbial CUlliliiig ol mad-
men. The wildest, most absurd, and in-
er-dible «lories were now afloat among
the people concerning this deadly and
r-ul.tie toe of the Regulators; tor it was
now universally believed ami remarked,
that it was againsl them alone that hia
enmity was directed. They story of
Henry was improved upon and added
to; and, as some reports had it, the
.Madman -as others, the lleardod Ci host,
was seen in half dozen places at the
«ame lime; now on loot, stalking with
enormous strides across some open glade
írom thicket to thicket -passing out ot
sight again before the observer could re-
cover Irani Iiis surpris»-; tuen mounted,
lie was seen living like the shadow òf a
summer cloud over the prairies, or be-
ncath the gloom of foicsis, always hag-
gard and lean, dressed in .-kins with the
Hair .·, and that long, heavy, terrible
rille on his -houlder! I noticed that
there was only one class of men who
ventured to assert that they hud actual Ib-
séén with their own eyes these wonderful
.-ight.s, and that was constituted of those
who had either suffered, or, from their
characters and pursuits, were meet likely
to suffer persecution from the Regulators

the class of hunter emigrants. These
nun were most industrióos in embellish-
ing 111 the circumstances of character,
feat.-, and relentless hatred to the Regu-
lators, as highly us the existing creduli'.}
oí* the wiblio would Lear. They nevei
saw bim except in the vicinity of the
homes of some one of these hated ty-
rants! In their versions this being was
forever hovering around lliem, wailing
the moment to strike while they were
alone and far froth any help.
They carried this thing so far as to at-

tract attention to it, and arouse iu the
cunning mind of Hinch the same suspi-cion which had occurred to Henry aud
myself, namely, that all this was the re-
sult of a profoundly aeu'.e and thorough-
ly organized scheme of this class, headed
by some man of peculiar personalities
and consummate skill, with the object of
exterminating or driving oil' the Regula-
tors. It «.cerned impossible, that, without
collusion with many others, the murderer
should have been able to so baffle all
pursuit, liiuch and his baud had been
thoroughly cowed and awed ; but. the
moment this idea occurred to them, the
reaction of their base fears was savageexultation. Here was something tangi-ble; their ojien and united force could
easily exterminate an enemy who had
acknowledged their weakness in resorting
to scerei combination and assassination
from the "bujh !" They forthwith pro-claimed "war to the knife," to the whole
class; and during the next week several
outn.ges, so revolting that I will not de-
tail them, were perpetrated upon these
men in different parts of the country ;aud the fact that, during this general tu-1mult nothing more was seen or heard of
the mysterious Rifleman, encouragedthem with the belici that they had suc-
ceeded in getting rid of him through the
intimidation of his confederates.
They had now been nearly a fortnightiu the saddle.had glutted themselves

with vengeance, and, as they conceived,broken down this dangerous conspiracyagainst their power; and if they had
not succeeded in detecting and punish-in- had at least frightened off their
singular foe. They now concluded theymight disband. That day, after theyseparated, one cd' their number, namedRees.almost as bad and savage a man
as Hinch himself.was riding past athicket, in .-igh'. of his own house, whenhe was shot from it. His negroes heardthe gun, and seeing his horse gallopingup to tho house riderless and snortingwildly, they ran down, and found him
stretched in die road dead. He ivas »hatin the eye, and the ball passed out at theback of his head.
When Hinch heard this, ho seemedperfectly livid, his knees amolc together,and with a horrible oath, he exclaimed:"It's .lack Long, or his ghost, comeback for vengeance !"
It was now perceived, for the first time,that all the men had been shot throughthe eye. instead of in the back of thehead, where the ball had only passed outafter entering the socket. The otherheads had been loo unpleasantly mutila-ted for examination, and this fact hadnot been before observed. Of courseeverybody was satisfied, now, that thisterrible being was in one way or anotheridentical with Jack Long ; for the noto-riety of his favorite mark, and his match-less skill instantly occurred to all, as ac-counting for much that was unaccounta-ble in these occurrences. This produceda great change in public feeling. Thebetter sort began to conceive that theyunderstood the whole matter. Thelynching Juck had received was fresh intheir memories, and they supposed thatits severity had shaken his mental bal-

ance and made him a monomaniac, andthat the disease had endowed him withthe marvelous cunning.the stauucli,murderous hate.and the unnatural ap-pearance, which had created such sensa-tion. They could not understand how abeing so simple-hearted and sluggish ashe was reputed to havo beon roused orslung to such deeds by tho mere depthand power of his natural passions. Ruta monomaniac or not, such a vengeance,and tho daring conduct of tho wholeaffair, were very imposing to their asso-ciations and prcpossessione, «md theysympathized heartily with him. It wasonly while the general uncertainty leftevery man in doubt whether hia ownperson might not be next the object ofthis murderous aim. that the public werodisposed to back the Regulators in what-ever violent mensures they might chooseto resort to, to drag tho secret to light,and tho actor to punishment ; but nowthat it was appareut hia whole hate wasleveled against the Regulators, nnd allthat uncertainty was confined to them,be he devil, ghost, madninn, or JackLong, tho public hai", no intention of in-terfering again. It was a personal issuebetween him and them.they might Bet-tle it between themselves! Indeed, menfelt in their inmost hearts that everyman of the ten engaged in the lynchingof Jack Long deserved a dozen times tobe shot ; nnd now they looked on coolly,rather enjoying tho thing, and earnestlyhoping that Jack might have the best.And of thio thero seemed to bo a strongprobability ; for the Regulators madoonly one more attempt to eet toother;but another of their number being killedon the way to the rendezvous, hia bodybearing that well-known nnd fearful nig-nature of skill, the remaining five, per-fectly unnerved aud overwhelmed withterror, retreated to their houses, nndscarcely dared for several weeks to puttheir beads outside their own doors.The class lo which Jack had belonged,at least those of them who had managedto keep a foot during the relentless pro-scription of the Regulators, now beganto look up, and hinted that thoy hadknown of Jack's return from the time ofBurner's murder, and had aided audabetted his purposes in every way intheir power ; furnishing him with freshhones when the noble animal he rodeback from tho States became fatigued;assisting his flights and concealments,and furnishing him with information, aswell as spreading the exaggerated storiesabout him. One bluff old fellow re-marked.
"You are fools who talk about Jack's

being crazy ! JVs as calm^Ta frosty morning up in old KeSi?1*"bis head's as clear as a bell · ugot bis Indian-figbtia' audTonr'ïjt*blood waked up in bini by tl.t^7*^!That's blood you knowth. ?ï%
a eatamou

know'ikHgnount when ?l-ómúr than
gets riz!" .",eo it uA
Jack was now frequently ,was known that hi» work w«. rSI«done, and that he meaut to fin»WMlbe was regarded with great eiiVT ·"' -i.

awe The five wretchediTffftStire y unstrungand panic-strlchn "t*made no attempt at retallan*» \ *-*!their hope seemed to lie in th* JNget out of his reach. That innrille haunted them daynndnffisaw the dark muzzle bearinc *hfrom every bush and through tfiftoi their own cabins ! 6 ulecb;tQ
One of them, named White ·an inveterate tenor, with all'ircould not resist bis inclination t*.fi*and after a confinement luh?.°nearly three weeks, ho debü**f*rivall and go to the stored» barrel. He went a covered^.Inven by a negro, while he lav^tr- F*ou the bottom in the straw fhik*of liquor was obtained.he cot ;

wagon, lay down beside it »n.- *
for home. All the way he E£bis head u.n.i near the month SSlane, a log bad been placed on n. 7of the road, which tilted un th. ^in passing over it, ko as to roll 1 ?*<>» W». He forgot his .«BSsprang up with bis bend butòfMto curse the boy for his careleeinÄat that moment a rifle waeSMHe fell back dead -shotThe boy said that bis master Zlicut short bis oaths, and e«uÖ"There be is !"_at the moment 'ff"fired. Ho saw a tall man with kLlbanging down on his breast anddSin skins, walking oil' through th.U?with his rille on his shoulder.
The next man, named Garnet iwltwo weeks, after this, got üpousmoSabout sun-nse, and in ht. , l

stepped to his door and threw IttSXbreathe the fresh air. Ho was rotò,bis eyes, oeing nbout balfasleen-Jwhen ho got them fairly open' i£stood the gaunt avenger beeide a taTEthe yard.the fatrd rifle leveled a2waiting till his victim should Eeé ¡2distinctly. He did see him.but it t»bis last look ! The bullet went crasSthrough his brain, too ! Lone \tuMhave told one of his friends Out bnever, in a single instance, shot onttfthese men till he was certain the rossav; and recognized hitn fully.All were gone now but Hinch imitwo youngest men of the party, Willuaand Davis. The two latter were perci!,ted to escape. Whether it wasfroan-lenting on the part of the dread árenteor that he had observed some trinathing in their demeanor on theoccuitof the outrage he was thus punijhiis-wbich recommended them to mercT,Dothat his resentment had so imhdrank of the bitter delight of aio»ment.or that in his anxiety to «taiHinch, be confined his efforts and tralci-fulness to him alone.I do not knst.They made a forced and secret sale titheir property, and cleared out durLtbe night. But it was for Hinch htiu,with passiouless calculation, resenedii
most inconceivable torture. He W
passed him by all this time, while «after the other he Htruck down the loci
and companions of hie crimes. Hi
doomed him to see them falling iron!him with the certain knowledge tbatlh
avenging bate which slew them burri
wilL tenfold intensity for his life-Üii
it must and would nave it! Butnta
would the claim be made? Should!*
be the next one? No! The njxtoHlf
No! But then each succeedingdwi,
so euro to take one of their numbs,
drovo away every sophistry of hope,realized to him in bare and sterner Loss
that his own fate was 03 fixed as theia
As each oue füll away the circle of i>a
narrowed.slowly, steadily closing h
about him ! How could hé call anta
his own ? When could he feel ut!
That relentless subtlety had baffled Iba
all ! One, two, three, four, fire, sûr,
seven, strong men had all gone beta
that fatal rifle.every one of them ¿í
through tho eye! God of Heaven!-
and the sharp agony would spangle t»t

points of burning light through histrrj,
as if the balls were already borili*
through the sockets. "I, too, turd M
shot through the eye!" It tras wca
than ten thousand death?, and be dis
them over in lingering torture day I?
day.
From the time of Rees' death beleél

ed a changed and stricken man. btfl
few weeks he had lost a great deal c

flesh, and became piteously haggard
his eves and gait and voice were burnt)
ills turbulent and fierce animáltjai
before the harrowing suspense ofjjjpfear. Tho bully and murderous nfcJJtrembled at tho rustling of a leaf. H
own imagination became his bell.no
gry remorse became stronger withletfj
iug at hisheart ! Henever lefthWg"for weeks, until the eacape of Will*
and Davis inspired him with somét?
He procured a fine horse, and set oïff
dark night for the Red River! m
body regretted his eacape; for mea
looked in quiet expectation upon
progress of this affair, and in «tt

faith that the 3ense of wild borderju
would aurely bo gratified in weingi
stern, righteous and unparalleled
geance consummated by the m m

Hinch.tho mouster instigator ana c

actor in all the grievous outrages,n
had roused tho simplediearted Long1
a demon executioner of doom.

Hinch reached the bank¿WñRiver, sprang from his- foaming »««
hausted horse, after looking candì»
around; and threw himself upon
grass to wait for a Btearnboau "

hours ho heard one puffing dort"
stream, and saw the white «ß»
steam curling up behind the tre»
his heart bounded ! Freedom, hopt*
life !-once more sprang; from uu »

elled veins and to his hps- "SL
ized the vessel; she rounded toaco
ered her yawl. HisV^^Siand be gazed with ftbsorMng-JJJat the crew as they pulled}W®t¡fitho shore. A click-behind bun.
turned with a shudder,
WAS ! That long, deadly rifle fjjr
ing straight upon him , mos

dwelt steadily upon him for -

and crash i all was forever dar««
Hinch the Regulator, f" "»»

witneased this singular scene lMWj(
found him shot through the eue-

the murderer gallopiog swiibj KJLithe plain stretching out fromm« «

the bank. u
And so the vengeance was »

ted, and the etern hunter há wïJ]with much blood tbe stain o[ »
his free limbs ; and couldI now a<

was told he bad never done
night of those fatal and »»' »

stripes, look his wife again ··.-- ·,
and receivo her form to rest agai
breast. . f ¿\

It was au awful deed. Id TJJijits circumstances the pW*£J /character of Long, the jgggft
ces of the outrngo upon his or

no other indication aPPcar.ed°oCíí
sanity, the mind is lost in u

as to the judgment wj>,c" rtB1iitpassed upon it. He did no re

Shelby county ; but in what"
had intended to 8'' flf,cr, pbiidr*Arkansas for hie wife, and cw

could never hear. He is P « J
now his old quiet and good ns

in the heart of the g'efDn.e ol'd
and it is likely as not ftel o"« ·

chubby boys who rolled «»"* |, L
tho floor of his log cabin on W-,
rabie i.ht of which I baveabojrelated fho events and «becon*^
will, some of these »>Pig"Ui
ington from congressional dieu»
tho Rocky Mountains.


